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Making Fine Church Furniture Since 

2831 Zimmerman Road, Erie    814-453-5110

custom cabinetry  church furnishings
millwork  wall units

www.schuttewoodworking.net

W O O D W O R K I N G ,  L L C
Retirement Fund 
for Religious

              814.824.1125 • DONATE AT:
              www.SupportTheSisters.org

Please give generously in your parishes on 
December 6-7, 2014

Please give to those who 
have given a lifetime.

Hours: 
Tuesday through Thursday, 5 to 9 pm
Friday and Saturday, 5 to 10 pm
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS! 1 to 5 pm 

Reservations recommended 
Please call us at 814-454-4533
27th & Myrtle Street, Erie, PA 16508
www.miscuzirestaurant.com

www.activecareerie.com

NEW BUSINESS LOCATION:
3425 Peach Street

Erie, PA 16508
(814) 864-4100 

• 20 Years Experience
• Athletic Trained, Division I
• McKenzie Certified
• Hands-On Therapy
• Private Treatment Rooms

Physical Therapy, LLC

Local Catholic - Family Owned

Ehren Trost MPT, ATC, Cert. MDT
Owner/Physical Therapist

2530 Parade Street, Erie, Pa 16503

380  Millcreek Plaza, Erie, Pa 16565
{Outside the Millcreek Mall}

www.pulakoschocolates.com 800.627.0926

A Sweet Stop!A Sweet Stop!

Calling  all  snowbirds! 
If you are planning to get away from the 
winter weather like our friend here and 
would like to continue receiving FAITH 

magazine, please give us your new address 
and the dates you plan to leave and return 
so we can keep your magazine coming to 
you. Please contact Brenda Williams at  
(800) 374-3723, ext. 168, 814-824-1168 

or email bwilliams@ErieRCD.org.

 About 650 men—from as 
far away as Toronto, Canada—
turned out for the second annual 
Erie Men’s Conference Nov. 1 at 
the Warner Theater in downtown 
Erie.
 Dan Schaaf, chair-
man of  the steering 
committee of  the non-
profit 2232 Men of  
Erie, said the numbers 
went down from last 
year, but at least half  
of  those present had 
not attended before.
 “God calls us to 
bring men to Christ 
one at a time. If  it 
means a smaller 
crowd, then I’m OK 
with that. I’m encour-
aged,” Schaaf  said.
 The Men’s Confer-
ence is a day of  prayer, 
reflection and wor-
ship, along with time 
to hear noted national 
speakers. Bishop Law-
rence Persico celebrated the Mass 
and remained for the entire event.
 According to Schaaf, there 
were 24 priests on-hand to hear 
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Jesse Romero gets the hundreds of attend-
ees motivated for the day.
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The women in initial monastic formation at Mount Saint Benedict Monastery, left to right, are: Dina Lauricella, 
Sister Pat Witulski, Karen Oprenchok and Sister Ann Michaud.

Men’s Conference  
attracts 650

OSBs see boost in vocations

confessions.
 Speakers were Deacon Harold 
Burke Sivers, founder and direc-
tor of  DynamicDeacon.com; Jes-
se Romero, a full-time Catholic 
lay evangelist; and Father Larry 

Free Thanksgiving dinner served by SSJs
 ERIE—The Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Northwest Pennsylvania 
will serve their 26th annual Thanksgiving dinner Nov. 27 from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Gannon University’s Waldron Campus 
Center, 124 W. 7th St., Erie.
 The free dinner is available to anyone who is alone, in need or 
would otherwise not celebrate the holiday. Reservations are not 
required. Individuals who are homebound can arrange to have a 
dinner delivered by calling 814-836-4100 on Nov. 25 between 9 
and 11 a.m. 
 Organizers for the event say they do not need any more vol-
unteers, however, monetary donations are being accepted to help 
cover the cost of  the dinner and provide needed resources to local 
shelters, food banks and agencies throughout the year. Donations 
may be sent to: The Thanksgiving Dinner Fund, Sisters of  St. 
Joseph, 5031 West Ridge Road, Erie, PA 16506-1249. For more 
information, call 814-836-4198.
 Last year, about 700 meals, including more than 400 home de-
liveries, were served.

Totus Tuus scheduled in Shenango Valley
 WEST MIDDLESEX—The Shenango Valley Totus Tuus 
Academy will hold its next youth gathering Dec. 1 from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the Church of  the Good Shepherd, 3613 Sharon Road, 
West Middlesex.
 Totus Tuus (Totally Yours) is a Catholic youth movement for 
teenagers in grades 7 through 12. The gatherings, which are held 
the first Monday of  every month, include music, a positive and 
accepting environment, fun, food, games, worship and inspiring 
speakers.
 Totus Tuus Academy is sponsored by the Diocese of  Erie, but 
is not affiliated with any particular parish. For more information, 
call Mark Jaskowak at 724-748-6700, ext. 113.

Harborcreek Youth Services hosts dinner
 ERIE—All are welcome to attend the annual Harborcreek 
Youth Services’ Friends’ Christmas Dinner Dec. 4 at the Law-
rence Park Golf  Club, 3700 East Lake Road, Erie.
 A social time begins with a cash bar at 5:45 p.m., with dinner 
to follow at 6:30 p.m. The program begins at 7:30 p.m. Cost of  
the dinner is $30 per person. RSVPs are due by Nov. 28 by call-
ing 814-899-7664, ext. 308, or by visiting the agency website at 
www.hys-erie.org to use a PayPal account. Music will be provided 
by the HYS Youth Choir. All net proceeds will benefit the HYS 
Youth Christmas Fund.

Clothes, toys to be distributed to needy
 ERIE—A men’s Cursillo group in the Diocese of  Erie will con-
tinue its tradition of  giving away clothes and toys every Christmas 
at the Community Outreach Group’s clothing distribution party 
Dec. 6 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, W. 22nd and Peach streets, Erie.
 Patrons will receive free clothes and a free hot lunch. Santa and 
his helpers will be present. For information on how you can assist 
with this project, visit the Community Outreach Group’s Face-
book page, email TimWWJD@aol.com or call 814-504-2596.

Richards, pastor of  St. Joseph/
Bread of  Life Community in Erie.
 Plans are already underway for 
a third Men’s Conference in 2015.

KAREN OPRENCHOK

“I am responding to God’s call for 
me. After many years of prayer, 
travel and discernment, I believe 
that God has led me to this 
particular community, the Bene-
dictine Sisters of Erie, to live with 
them to carry out God’s will by 
means of prayer and ministry. 
This is what I desire.”

ANN MICHAUD

“I was attracted to the Bene-
dictine Sisters of Erie because 
of their variety of ministries 
directed toward the needs of 
the people of Erie, their inclu-
sivity…and their dedication 
‘to be[ing] a healing presence 
and prophetic witness for 
peace by working for sustain-
ability and justice, especially 
for women and children.’ That 
vision is so needed in our 
world today. When I finally 
visited the community, I felt as 
if I had finally come home.”

SISTER PAT WITULSKI, OSB

“It was my heart’s desire to 
live in a religious commu-
nity that valued the common 
prayer life and community liv-
ing. …I am humbled, blessed 
and privileged to work at Em-
maus Ministries, a Christian 
presence and outreach for 
the forgotten and marginal in 
Erie’s inner-city.”

Why      
religious  
  life?

DINA LAURICELLA

“What attracted me to 
religious life was living life 
communally with like-mind-
ed people, coming together 
daily to pray the psalms 
and seek God. It was im-
portant to me to be part of 
an active community and 
the Benedictine Sisters of 
Erie have so many vital 
ministries that serve the 
area. It has made it easy to 
jump right in.”

BY MARY SOLBERG | FAITHLIFE

 The Benedictine Sisters of  
Erie have broken national voca-
tion trends recently by welcoming 
four women into their commu-
nity.
 It’s the first time in nearly 20 
years that so many have entered 
the monastic religious order at 
Mount Saint Benedict Monastery. 
 “It’s new life,” says Benedic-
tine Sister Marilyn Schauble, 
vocation director. “It gives you a 
little spark.”
 The new members of  the Bene-
dictine community are:
n	Sister Pat Witulski of  Buffalo, 
N.Y, who professed her first vows 
in August
n	Sister Ann Michaud of  Salem, 
Mass., who entered the novitiate 
in mid-November
n	Dina Lauricella of  Lusby, Md., 
who became a postulant in Octo-
ber
n	Karen Oprenchok of  Windsor, 
Ontario, Canada, who became a 
postulant Nov. 2.
 All of  the women are in their 
50s and considered to be in the 
initial monastic formation stage. 
Another common denominator, 
Sister Marilyn explains, is that 
each of  the women researched 
several other religious commu-
nities before committing to the 
Benedictines of  Erie. They all 
have been working with Erie’s 
inner-city poor.
 “It’s both exciting and a real 
call to deepen our own commit-
ment to this way of  life,” Sister 
Marilyn adds.
  The bump in vocations at the 
Mount also has impressed Patrice 
Tuohy, publisher of  VISION Vo-
cation Guide, a publication of  the 
National Religious Vocation Con-
ference, based in Chicago. Most 
men’s and women’s religious or-
ders throughout the country, she 
says, have zero to only one new 

vocation per year.
 “What I find interesting about 
the Benedictines of  Erie is that 
they’re more progressive,” Tuohy 
says. “They have name recogni-
tion and some popular sisters who 
are recognized nationally.”
 Tuohy explains that while 
there has been an overall dearth 
in the numbers entering religious 
communities, researchers are be-
ginning to see a slight increase. 
One reason might be that more 
religious communities are using 
the Internet to spread their mes-
sage and attract new members.
 According to Tuohy, VISION’s 

online vocation match program 
receives about 5,000 completed 
profile forms a year from people 
considering religious life.
 “We’re just starting to see the 
fruits of  the new access to infor-
mation,” Tuohy says.
 Sister Marilyn, who has been 
vocation director at Mount Saint 
Benedict Monastery since 2010, 
believes that technology helps 
play a role in increasing voca-
tions. She can easily gauge the 
interest in the Benedictines by the 
number of  people reading stories 
about the community on their 
website and elsewhere in the cy-
ber universe.
 In order to remain current, she 
must react quickly and efficiently, 
via email and texting, to vocation 

inquiries. Right now, she is hav-
ing conversations with women 
in their 20s to 40s. Sister Marilyn 
knows she must draw in younger 
women.
 “You always have to think of  
the future of  the community,” she 
says.
 The flip side of  increased tech-
nology, however, is that it seems 
to encourage more independence, 
or isolation, from the very thing 
that personifies religious orders: 
communities of  sharing. Also, 
many women being drawn to 
religious life now are older than 
those who entered a generation 
ago.
 “I think one of  the things that 
is challenging about religious life 
now is that they [women] are a 
little older, have degrees and jobs 
and own houses and cars, but they 
don’t usually have the monastic 
experience of  living interdepen-
dently,” Sister Marilyn explains.
 The newest Benedictines of  
Erie have joined 101 sisters living 
in community.

 Pope Francis has proclaimed 
2015 a “Year of Consecrated Life,” 
starting on the first Sunday of 
Advent (the weekend of Nov. 29, 
2014) and ending Feb. 2, 2016, the 
World Day of Consecrated Life.
 The Diocese of Erie will begin 
the year-long celebration with a 
Mass at the Mercy Motherhouse, 
444 East Grandview Blvd., Erie, 
on Nov. 20 at 7 p.m., with Bishop 
Lawrence Persico officiating.

Sister Marilyn 
Schauble, OSB,
vocation director 
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